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cannot picture it to themselves too often. Before such heroism they must bow the head in silence—and not talk.
In appraising achievements, equal justice must be done to all those who fought like the Infantry; the Pioneers, the dismounted cavalrymen, the field-telegraphists have equal glory. To all of them the same fine sentence in the Training Regulations applies.
In speaking thus, I do not wish to belittle what the other arms of the service accomplished. They all had the same appreciation and care from G.H.Q. The airman, too, shares the feeling of victory, the deep satisfaction of knowing that even in the air a man has his worth. But he is not subject to the disintegrating influences of battle.
The Artillery had to endure the same strain as the Infantry. The longer the war lasted, the higher their losses became, in defence as in attack. It became increasingly clear that they were the keystone of the battle and the mainstay of the front.
All the same, the Artillery need not fight with the Infantryman over that sentence in the Regulations. He would certainly be right if he contested the suggestion that the infantry is the Queen of Arms. It was by some error, that this statement had found its way into an Artillery Training Manual. There is no Queen of Arms. They all have equal right to the title, for all are equally necessary. It is impossible to get on without one of them.
I attached great significance to what I learned about our infantry at Cambrai, about their tactics and preparation. Without doubt they fought too doggedly, clinging too resolutely to the mere holding of ground, with the result that the losses were heavy. The deep dug-outs and cellars often became fatal man-traps. The use of the rifle was being forgotten, hand grenades had become the chief weapon, and the equipment of the infantry with machine-guns and similar weapons had fallen far behind that of the enemy. The Field-Marshal and I could for the moment only ask that the front lines should be held more lightly, the deep underground works be destroyed, and all trenches and posts be given up if the retention of them were unnecessary to the maintenance of the position as a whole,

